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1 CHRON, XXIX. 28. 


And he died in a good old Age, full 
of Days, Riches, and Honour. 


I 


HESE words of the ſacred hiſtorian 
relate to David, the king of Iſrael, 

and ſhew the circumſtances in which he 
died, after a long, an active, and ſucceſs- 
ful reign; circumſtances that equally de- 
monſtrate the goodneſs of his character as a 
great and worthy prince, and that he enjoyed 
the peculiar protection and favour of Divine 
Providence. Bad princes may have the art 
of amaſſing great wealth, and they have often 
done it by iniquity and violence, the moſt 


unrighteous exactions, and grievous oppreſ— 


ſions of their people. But ſuch characters 
are infamous in their nature, and they who 
deſerve them will, in the midſt of all their 
wealth, die deſpiſed and hated, and be ſpo- 
ken of by poſterity with the deſerved de- 
teſtation, But when kings rule in righteouſ- 
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neſs, and their characters are venerable for 
the juſtice of their adminiſtration; when 
they have been favoured with numerous 
and ſignal ſucceſſes, and managed their re- 
venues with a prudent and generous œcono- 
my, and thus die full of riches and honour 
both, they will have a claim to be num- 
bered amongſt the great, and good, and 
proſperous, will die highly beloved and 
eſteemed amongſt thoſe, who ſhared the be- 
nefits of their government, and will ſecure 
to their names and memories the juſt ve- 
neration and eſteem from future ages. 

David was the firſt of his family, who 
was called to the throne of 1/rael, and the 
ſecond king, that reigned over God's peo- 
ple ; and he is ever ſpoken of in the ſacred 
writings, in terms of high reſpect and com- 
mendation ; and if the whole of his character 
be conſidered, either as a private man, or as 
a king on the throne, it will appear to be a 
worthy and deſerving one ; fince his virtues 
in private life were many and diſtinguiſhing 
and, as a king, he frequently. delivered his 


country by many victories over his enemies, 


maintained the conſtitution that God had 
eſtabliſhed in it, and left it, at his death, 
in the moſt proſperous circumſtances of peace 


and plenty, to his fon and ſucceſſor. It is 


not my intention to enter into the particulars 
of his reign, any farther than the words of 
my text ſhall lead me; which tells us, that 

| he 
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„ 
he died in a good old age, full of days, riches, 
and honour. To theſe three heads I ſhall. 
confine myſelf, and inverting the order of 
the words, I ſhall briefly ſhew that he 
died, 

1. Full of bonour ; with ſuch a 8 
and in ſuch circumſtances, as are truly ho- 
nourable in their own nature, and will in- 

ſtamp a perpetual dignity upon his name and 
memory, whilſt the hiſtory of his life and 
actions ſhall continue to be known amongſt 
mankind, 

Piety to God, and a regard to the inſti- 
tutions of religion, is honourable in all men, 
in every rank and ſtation of life whatſoever, 
and never fails to excite the eſteem and re- 
ſpe& of the wiſe aud good, where-ever 
they diſcern it : But it is more eſpecially ſo 
in the kings and princes of the earth, whoſe 
exalted ſtations make it ſhine with a pecu- 
liar luſtre, as it renders their perſons more 
than reſpectable, even venerable and ſa. 
cred, (a) adds weight to their authority, is a 

check upon the profligate and profane, and 
awes and charms thoſe who behold it, into a 
willing imitation of their example. It is 


| x | the 


(a) Vita principis cenſura eſt, eaque perpetua. Ad hanc 
dirigimur, ad hanc convertimur ; nec tam imperio nobis opus 
eſt, quam exemplo : Quippe infidelis rectr magiſter eſt me- 
tus; melius homines exemplis docentur, quæ in primis hoc 

in ſe boni habent, quod approbant, quæ præcipiunt, * 
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the more honourable in them, as it is but 
rare and ſeldom, and in their high ſtations of 
life peculiarly difficult ; ; education in courts 
being ſeldom friendly to piety and virtue, and 
princes being trained up too generally amidſt 
thoſe amuſements and pleafures, that diſſi- 
pate all ſerious thoughts; amidſt thoſe flatte- 
ries that render them averſe to all ſolid in- 
ſtructions; amongſt thoſe bad examples that 
too early taint and corrupt their minds ; into 
thoſe ſentiments that they are above all re- 
ſtraints and laws, as prepares them for the 
fulleſt gratifications of their paſſions; and 
with that heighth of ſpirit, pride of heart, 
and imagination of their own grandeur, dig- 
nity and power, as makes them either forget 
that there is any power above them, or to 
fancy that they are exempted from regarding 
and obeying it. Theſe, and other like con- 
ſiderations, frequently baniſh all piety from 
thrones, and religion is but ſeldom ſeen in 
the trains and palaces of earthly princes ; or 
if ſhe is by chance admitted there, it is only 
too often to treat her with inſolence and 
ſcorn. But when, by the peculiar favour 
of Providence, kings admit her as a favou- 
rite and beloved companion, pay her the re- 
verence ſhe deſerves, and become wiſe and 
good under her influence and conduct; how 
amply doth ſhe reward them, by the reve- 
rence ſhe procures them, the honour and 
approbation of God himſelf, the venera- 
| | tion 
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tion and affection of all their beſt ſubjects, 
and the ſecret admiration and eſteem even of 
their worſt! 

The whole hiſtory of Dowd ſets him in a 
very diſtinguiſhing light on this account. 
His conſtant regard to deity appears in al- 
moſt all the tranſactions of his reign, He 
engaged in no great deſign without firſt con- 
ſulting God. In all his ſucceſſes, wealth 
and honours, he devoutly adored him as the 
author of them. In all his afflictions prayer 
was his relief, and the power and goodneſs 
of God his refuge. He ſhewed forth the 
loving kindneſs of God in the morning, and 
his faithfulneſs every night. In the taber- 
nacle he was a devout and conſtant wor- 
ſhiper, when he could be preſent in it, and 
bare with impatience his abſence from it, 
when he could not attend the ſolemnities of 
devotion there. How many of his private 
hours were employed in theſe ſacred com- 

ſures, which are tranſmitted down to us, 
which teſtify the deep ſenſe he had of God 

upon his own heart ; which diſcover the true 
ſpirit of poetry, which abound with nobler 
images and ſentiments, than are to be found 
in all the writings of antiquity, and which the 
more they are underſtood will be the more 
admired, and ever read with pleaſure and 
profit, whilſt good ſenſe, a taſt for the true 
ſublime, the ſpirit of piety, and a reliſh for 
zational devotion ſhall continue in the world. 
Add 


1 

Add to this, the regulations he made, before 
his death, for the orderly performance of 
the tabernacle and temple ſervice, his im- 
menſe preparations for the building the 
temple by his fon and ſucceſſor, and that 
glorious acknowledgment he made to (9 
God, juſt at the concluſion of his reign and 
lite; and the piety of this prince will appear 
in the moſt illuſtrious and amiable light, and 
he will be held in high and honourable re- 
membrance to the end of time. 

He had farther the honour of being poſ- 
ſefled of many excellent perſonal qualifica- 
tions and virtues, that rendred his cha- 
| racter, as a private man, both amiable and 
great, 
| Gracefulneſs of perſon, and dignity of 
| aſpe& are in themſelves but ſmall recom - 

mendations, and add very little to the real 

| worth of any one. And yet this hath 
| been taken notice of, as a real advantage, by 
the graveſt (c) writers and orators Jn their 
Ki panegyricks to their princes ; and undoubt- 
I edly an amiable form and a lovely mind, 
Bll when ever they meet, heighten each others 
| |) charms, and attract a peculiar affection and 
11 eſteem. And the hiſtorian obſerves of Da- 
$ vid, that he was ruddy, of a beautiful coun- 
|, tenance, and goodly to look on (dq. 
| 1 But 
| q (5) 1 Chron. xxix. 10, &c. 

ſ e) Honor capitis, et dignitas oris. P/in, Pan. in Trajan. 
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But what is much more to his praiſe is, 
that he had a native modeſty, which ap- 
peared at his firſt entrance into life, and the 
whole of his conduct, even to the end of it. 
His behaviour to Saul, when firſt introduced 
into his preſence, and when he offered him- 
ſelf to fight the Philiſtine, is a ſtriking and 
very pleafing inſtance of it. Many others 
might be mentioned; but it is ſufficient to 
ſay, that no one, who carefully reads his 
hiſtory, will find any thing of the aſſuming 
haughty ſpirit in this eminent perſonage, 
who ſeems to have perpetually remembered, 
that God took him from the ſheepfold, and 
from following the ewes great with younge 


brought bim to feed Jacob bis people and 
Iſrael his inheritance (e). 

He was however poſſeſſed of great forti- 
tude, courage and preſence of mind. In 
his early youth he tells Saul, be flew a lion 
and a bear, and modeſtly expreſſes his hope 
and afſurance in God, to encourage the King, 
that he would help him againſt the PHiliſ- 
fine, and deliver him into his hand, who had 
defied the armies of the living God. And the 
whole hiſtory of his after wars ſhews, that 
he was intrepid and brave in the proſecution 
of them. | 

He was alſo poſſeſſed of a great ſhare of 
prudence as well as courage, aud when he 
was firſt recommended to Saul it was under 
this amiable character; he was @ mighty va- 
liant 
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(e) Pf. Ixxviui, 70, 71. 
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liant man, a man of war, prudent i in matters, 
and a comly perſon (f) ; and when Saul had 
afterwards. advanced hitn in the army, the 
hiſtorian obſerves, that he behaved himſelf 
very wiſely in all his ways, more wiſely than 
all the ſervants of Saul, ſo that his name was 
much ſet by (g); or, be was in great eſteem, 
and honourably ſpoken of, as a very wiſe 
and prudent perſon. 

With this prudence he had great honeſty 
and integrity of heart, and durſt not, when 
he had room for reflection, do a wrong or 
an unjuſt thing, for the preſervation of his 
life, or to pave and haſten the way for his 
acceſſion to the throne and kingdom. His 
behaviour to Saul is an abundant proof of 
this; for though Saul was his perſecutor, 
had ſeveral times attempted his life, and 
ſought by all the methods of fraud and vio- 
lence to deſtroy him; yet when he had him 
twice in his power, and his officers urged him 
to take the advantage, and prevent all future 
danger from him, he rejects it with indigna- 
tion and abhorrence; and he tells Saul ap- 
pealing to God: The Lord render to every 
man his righteouſneſs and his faithfulneſs, for the 
Lord delivered thee into my hands this day, 
but I would not ſtretch forth my band againſt 
the Lord's anointed (HJ. 

This 


Vn Sam. xvi. 18. h (g) 1 Sam, xviii. 14, 30. 
C4) 1 Sam, xxvi. 3. 
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This part of his hiſtory is alſo a remarkable 
inſtance of his great generoſity and honour, 
in that he would not take an advantage ſe- 
cretly and baſely to deſtroy his enemy, nor 
_ riſe to dignity, government and power by 
methods of treachery, and ſhedding the 
blood of his ſovereign. The ſame generous 
| temper appears in the ſong he made on Saul 
and Yonathan's death; in which, without 
mentioning the faults of either, he mourns 
over their fall, celebrates their courage, and 
calls upon the daughters of Mrael to lament 
over their king, and gratefully to rehearſe the 
benefits they received from him. And I 
cannot help mentioning another circum- 
ſtance, in which perhaps I may be fingular 
in my opinion; and that is, that in the very 
worſt action of his life, there is a mixture 
of honour even with his treachery and cru- 
elty ; for he did not, like ſome other princes, 
baſely make uſe of poyſon, or a ſecret ſtab, 
or the ſubornation of blaſphemy and re- 
bellion, to get rid of the man, that he 
dreaded ſhould live ; but cauſed him to fall 
in the bed of honour, and bravely fighting 
againſt the enemies of his king and country. 
His friendſhip farther was conſtant and 
faithful. His concern for Jonathan's death 
was affectionate and tender; he deitroyed 
the murtherers of one of his ſons, who was 
his rival for the kingdom; the other he 
ſought out, after his eſtabliſhment on the 
| C throne, 
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throne, reſtored him the patrimony of his 
father, took him into. his own family, and 
made him a conſtant gueſt at his table. 
And when through the treacherons miſin- 
formation of Ziba, he recalled the grant, 


he was no ſooner undeceived, but he im- 


mediatly reinſtates him in the poſſeſſion, upon 
the foot of the original appointment. 

His patience under injuries was very re- 
markable, and he knew how to check the 
inclination and tendency to revenge. Let 


Saul and Shimei ſtand as the illuſtrious proofs 


of this. And as he ſolemnly appeals to 
God, that he never rewarded evil unto his 


friend, but delivered him, that without cauſe 


was his enemy (1) ; he hath an unexceptionable 
witneſs to the truth of it in one, who could 
never be thought to flatter him ; even Saul 
himſelf ; who, aſtoniſhed at David's gene- 
roſity in ſparing his life at Engeddi, frankly 
confeſles : Thou art more righteous than I; 


for thou haſt rewarded me good, whereas I have 


rewarded thee evil (V. 

He had alſo another. excellent ED qua- 
lity, of which few comparatively are poſ- 
ſeſſed, and that is of patiently bearing the 
rebukes of his friends, and ſubmitting to 
their reproofs, when he was conſcious that 
he deſerved them. Thus he himſelf de- 
Clares : Let the righteous ſinite me, it ſhall 
be a kindneſs, and let him reprove me, it ſball 


(5) Pf. vii. 4. (4) 1 Sam, xxiv. 17, Pf, xxxv. 13. 14. 


1 
be an excellent. oyl, that ſhall not break my 


head (1) ; and his behaviour. to Nathan, 


when God ſent him to him, to rouze his 
conſcience, and to awaken him to repen» 
tance, for his conduct in the affair of Uriah, 
when. he immediatly fell under the reproof, 
and penitently confeſſed his ſin, is an abun- 
dant proof that he could make that profeſ- 
Hon with propriety and truth. 

I may add, that he was of a communi- 
cative, charitable, compaſſionate. diſpoſition, 
and eſteemed his riches as given to him far 
the relief of good men, the maintaining the 
honour, and providing for the more regular 
performance of publick worſhip. As to the 
firſt, be 3 that bys. — or the 
good things he was poſſeſſed of, did nat ex- 
tend unto God, but to the excellent ones of the 
earth, in avhom was all his delight (m). And 
as to the latter, the immenſe riches he dedi- 
cated towards the building and furniture of 
the temple, will remain an illuſtrious monu- 
ment of his magnificence and liberality, to 
the end of time. 

I ſhall only add, that as the ſacred wri- 
tings ingenuouſly record his faults, without 
concealing the greateſt of them, yea as they 
point them out in all their worſt circum- 
ſtances of aggravation, ſo if they, who are 
the moſt ready and ſevere in condemning 
him, will recollect their own offences, and 

C 2 the 
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the ſeveral aggravations of them, and the 
many mitigations that may be offered even 
of the worſt with which David was chargea- 
ble, humanity may perhaps lead them to com- 
Paſſion, and to make ſome apology for crimes 
of a prince, which, however heinous, do not 
appear to have been committed through any 
inveterate badneſs of heart; but in the firſt 
inſtance, through mere ſurprize; and in the 
laſt, to prevent a diſcovery, which would 
have been diſhonourable to his own cha- 
racter, detrimental to his government, and 
highly injurious to the intereſt and credit 
even of religion itſelf. However, it is in- 
juſtice, whatever were his faults, not to own 
the many real virtues he was poſſeſſed of, 
which were ſuch, as with all their abate- 
ments, will render bis character prevailingly 
good, and worthy to be ſpoken of with great 
commendation and eſteem, But farther, 

As he was poſſeſſed of many private vir- 
tues, ſo as a king, he was an excellent and 
good one, and ruled over the people that 
God committed to his care, with modera- 
tion, prudence, juſtice and equity. The 
ſacred hiſtorians record it of him, that. he 
reigned over all 1/rael, and executed judgment 
and juſtice to all bis people (n). This is one 
of the higheſt commendations that can be 
given to princes, and when they employ 
their authority and power for theſe purpoſes, 
: they 


(#) 2 Sam. viii. 15. 
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they are the moſt valuable bleſſings God can 


| beſtow on ſocieties, and the moſt lively ima- 


ges of the ſupreme Lord and Governor. 
And herein David was truly the Vicegerent 
of God, ruling in his fear, governing his 
people by the laws of that conſtitution they 
were under, judging righteouſly, and de- 
ciding equitably the controverſies amongſt 
his people, encouraging religion and virtue 
by his own example, and as he himſelf de- 
clares, his eye was upon the faithful of the 
Land, that they might dwell with him, but 
he cut off all wicked doers from the city of the 


Lord (0). 


He had alſo a very tender and affecti- 


onate regard for the welfare of his peo- 


ple, and even preferred their preſervation 
and ſafety to his own. And we have a 
noble and very moving inſtance of this in 


his behaviour, when he ſaw the deſtruction 


that was made of them by the plague; for | 
when he lift up his eyes, and beheld the 
angel of the Lord, with his drawn ſword 
over Jeruſalem, he fell upon his face, and 
from the dict ates of a compaſſionate heart, 
thus expoſtulated and interceded with God. 
Is it not I that have commanded the people b 


be numbered? Even T it is that have done evil © 


indeed. But as for theſe ſheep, what have 


| they done? Let thine band, ] pray thee, O Lord 


my God, be on me, and on my father's * 
bu 


%) Paal. cl. 6. 8, 
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but not on thy people, that they ſhould be plagued. 
(p. Admirable ſhepherd, thus offering 
himſelf to death to ſave the flock committed 
to his care ! And one cannot imagine a more 
moving and ſolemn ſpectacle, than to ſee a 
powerful king, proftrating himſelf before 
God, and humbly offering himſelf up as a 
ſacrifice to his vengeance, in order to avert 
the divine judgment from his people, if 
it might prove the means of preventing 
their deſtruction. Let the Horatii, and De- 
cii, and Curtii, ſtand as noble examples of 
love to their country in the annals of Rome, 
who devoted themſelves to death, for the 
ſafety of it. But, at the ſame time, let the 
piety of this Hebrew ſhepherd, his pub- 
lick ſpirit, his ſolemnly devoting himſelf to 
deſtruction, and offering himſelf up- as a 
victim tothe juſtice of God, even in view 
of the defiroying Angel; that he might here- 
by redeem his ſheep from death ; let this al- 
ſo be celebrated, as it deſerves, and as a 
proof of his love and paternal regard to his 
people, and preferring their ſafety to his own 
and his family's: Let him be ranked with 
thoſe heroick princes, who value neither 
power, nor grandeur, nor riches, nor life, 
but only as the means of the proſperity and 

welfare of ſubjects. 
And as he was a juſt and affectionate 
prince, ſo alſo was he a victorious one. He 

was 

(2) 1 Chron, XXI. 17. | 


2 | 

was from his youth inured to battle, and en- 
gaged in many wars during his reign. But 

it muſt be ſaid of them all, that they were 
Juſt and neceſſary, in defence of his country 
from unrighteous, hoſtile invaſions, to main- 
tain the honour and reputation of it, when 
injured by the groſſeſt violations of the laws 
of nations, and to render his ſubjects ſecure 
in their religion, laws and liberties, He 
carried them on for the moſt part in perſon. 
He fought, he conquered, he triumphed ; 
and the enemies of God, and his people, fled 
before him, or fell under his ſword, or ſub- 
mitted to, and became his tributaries; for 
God was with him whereſoever he walked, cut 
off all his enemies from before him, made bim 
a name like the name of the great men that 
were in the earth, and by him fulfilled 
the original grant made to Abraham his 
friend, that he would give to his ſeed the 
country, from the river of Egypt, unto the 
great river, the river Euphrates (q) ; for the 
hiſtorian obſerves, that when he died; he 
left Solomon in peaceable poſſeſſion of all 
the kingdoms from the river, viz. Euphrates, 
unto the land of the Philiftines, and unto 
the borders of Egypt, and that they ſerved 
Solomon all the days of his life (). 80 
that his wars were juſt and ſucceſsful, ho- 
nourable to himſelf, highly beneficial to his 
country, and accompliſhed the ancient pro- 


| phecies 
(7) Gen, xv. 18. (r) 1 King: iv. 21. 
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1 
phecies and promiſes made to the anceſtors 
of the Jewiſb nation, in their fulleſt extent. 
And it ſhould therefore be added farther, 
that he had the honour of enriching and ag- 
andizing his country, and of eſtabliſhing 
25 people in full ſecurity and peace. The 
ſpoils he took from the conquered nations, 
and the annual tributes they paid him, en- 
riched the crown without impoveriſhing the 
ſubject, and could not but ſpread wealth 
throughout the country; and this was ſo a- 
bundant in the beginning of his ſon's reign, 
that filver is ſaid to be as plenty in Jeruſalem 
as the ſtones, 1. e. ſo plenty, as that it was 
not any thing accounted of in his days, be- 
cauſe of the immenſe ſtores of gold the in- 
habitants were poſſeſſed of. The garriſons 
he placed in all the conquered cities and 
provinces, preſerved them ſecure in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of their properties; ſo that they had 
no enemies to fear, but ſat under their vines 
and fig- trees, and enjoyed the fruits of their 
labours and lands, with the utmoſt ſafety, 
and free from all diſturbance and anxiety. 
So that he might truly be called, 2% e fatber 
of bis people, and the founder of the Jewiſh 
monarchy, as he advanced the nation to its 
higheſt proſperity, bleſt it by the internal 
good order of his government, delivered his 
ſubjects from the incurſions of their enemies, 
and did all that human power and prudence 
could do to perpetuate thoſe bleſſings, which 
. he 
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he had been dhe inſtrument of Provuting 
| — - But, 3975 

Ki is farther obſerved of him, that be 
was s full of riches, as well as of honour; This 
appears. from the, account given us of the 
immenſe- quantities he left to Solomon his 
ſucceſſor in the throne; and I acknowledge, 
that this circumſtance, in itſelf, would not, 
in my opinion, contribute much to his 
tation and honour. Riches amaſſed, PUR 
powerful prince, from the ſpoils of his ſub- 
jects, or to hoard up merely to gratify an a- 
varicious temper, is a reflection upon his 
character and memory, and brands him 
-with injuſtice and ſordidneſs of temper, But 
David's conduct is ſuperior to all reproach on 
this acoount; as he gathered his riches from 
conquered enemies, from tributary nations, 
and from the preſents of foreign princes who 
admired his virtues, and to whom he had 
been himſelf a benefactor; as he would have 
employed them, had God permitted him, 
during his own life, in erecting a temple to 
the living God; and as he left them to Solo- 
mon to begin, carry on, beautify, enrich, 
and finiſh that magnificent building, which 
he himſelf had reſolved to raiſe, ſuitable in 
ſome reſpect to the majeſty of that being, 
who was to reſide there, and to the pomp 
and ſplendor of that worſhip, which was to 
be performed in it. So that as his great 
- riches were honourably obtained, and _ 
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ted to the moſt ſacred ſervices, they heighten 
the glory of his character, and render him 
more worthy of our admiration and eſteem. 

And to finiſh the whole of it, 
3. Laſtly, it is added, chat he died in a 
8 old age, full of days. He lived exactly 
the age of man, being thirty years old when 
he began his reign, reigning in Hebron ſeven 
years, and over all Jrael thirty three; thus 
compleating ſeventy years. And though old 
age in itſelf is no bleſſing, yet when it is 
ſound in the way of righteouſneſs, and is the 
reward of piety and virtue, and attended 
with circumſtances of plenty and honour, it 
is truly venerable, and deſerves and com- 
mands univerſal reſpect. Eſpecially, when 
the lengthening out the lives of great and 
good kings to old age is made ſubſervient by 
providence to promote the welfare and hap- 
pineſs of nations, to carry on neceſſary wars 
with vigour, or to render their ſucceſſors ma- 
ture for government, and capable of perfect- 
ing any great and valuable deſigns, which 
they left unfiniſhed; old age, in ſuch cir- 
cumſtances is a ſignal inſtance of divine fa- 
vour, both to ſuch princes, and their peo- 
ple; and they, if they have any gratitude, 
will acknowledge it with the warmeſt thank- 
fulneſs to God, and perpetuate the remem- 
brance of their prince's merits to the lateſt 
poſterity, This was evidently the caſe of 
L avid, whole life God was pleaſed to length- 
| en 
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en ont, till he had happily ſettled the nation- 
in peace, made the moſt plentiful proviſion 
of all kind of ſtores for the building of the 
temple, ſeen his ſucceſfor arrive to years of 
maturity, capable of holding the reins of go- 
vernment, and fully accompliſhing the 
ſchemes he had formed for the honour of 
religion, and to render the nation both glo- 
rious and happy. 

Fortunate prince, who thus brought from 
the ſheepfold to the throne, by the ſpecial 
favour and choice of God, adorned it by the 
virtues of a worthy man, ' ſupported the dig- 
nity of it by the numerous victories of a 
mighty and ſucceſsful conqueror, and by 
the ſplendour and magnificence of his offi - 


cers and court; whom Providence diſtin- 
guiſhed by the numerous bleſſings conferred 


on him, who was the terror and ſcourge of 
his country's enemies, who lived beloved and 
honoured by his ſubjects, and reſpected and 
eſteemed by all the princes of his age, who” 
ſaw his ſon and ſucceſſor of age to govern, 
eſtabliſhed -in his throne, and by his early 
appearances of wiſdom and virtue, fit to rule 
over a powerful and numerous people, and 
every way qualified to maintain them in the 
poſſeſſion of that happineſs, which he had 
been the glorious inſtrument of procuring 
them; and then dying in the full poſſeſſion 
of all tals honours ; honours” that ſhall be al- 
lowed him in ſpite of ſlander, envy and ma- 
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lice, throughout all the generatioris of time; 
and who hath the unrivalled hooour, of 
having his throne eſtabliſhed in the perſon 
of that illuſtrious heir, whoſe dominion now 
extends over heaven and earth, whoſe king- 
dom is a kingdom of righteouſneſs, and who 
fhall reign till all his enemies are put under 
bim, and time and this world ſhall be no 
more. 

You will eaſily perceive what lead my 
thoughts to this ſubject, and muſt in your 
own minds have already run ſome parallel 
between the character of this Hebrew prince, 
and that of our late excellent ſovereign, 
whoſe deceaſe is ſo defervedly lamented; by 
all ranks and degrees of men amongſt us, 
and on whoſe account the whole nation hath 
put on garments of heavineſs and mourning. | 

When I look round me and conſider, what 
is the character of the preſent princes of 
Europe, I am apt to aſk myſelf ; what is 
there in moſt of them, that ſhould make 
their ſubjects wiſh their lives, or regret their 
deaths ? Acted by - ambitious views of in- 
tereſt, and a ſpirit of revenge and malice ;- 
Or fank in indolence, and effeminated 
pleaſure, they deſtroy their ſubjects by the 

ravages of war, expoſe their poſſeſſions 
to the rapine and plunder of enemies, or 
waſt the riches of their people, and the re- 
venues of their kingdoms, by expenſive 


and 
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and diſhonourable nen and extras 
1 Wen 

If the hiſtory even of our own kings be 
impartially- contilened, how few of them 
will be found to have lived honoured by the 
nation, or died generally lamented by theit 
ſubjects? Good princes ſhine the brightef 
by compariſon, and as Pliny (s) in his pane- 


gyrick on Frajan juſtly obſerves, it is one 


principal part of the affection and duty which 
good ſubjeets owe to wortby princes, to [peak 
with deteſtation of bad ones ; and 'he adds, 
that one of the noble and moſt uſeful of Tra- 
jan's merits was, the full liberty he gave of 
reproaching with /a ofety the bad Ae before 
him, as their crimes deſerved. Our kings 
ſome of them involved us in all the calas 
mities of civil wars, ſome were wicked — 
profligate, others weak contemptible pe 
dants, others arbitrary and tyrannica!, 250 
pprefſed the nation by illegal exactions, 


ſome libertines, without prineiple or con- 


ſcience, ſome furious and obſtinate bigots, 
and others unhappy, by becoming the pro- 
perty and prey of evil deſigning men, who 
wickedly facrificed the national intereſt to 

| "OE 


(5) Hoc primum erga optimum imperatorem piorum my 
vium officium eſt, inſequi diſſimiles, neque enim ſatis ama- 


rinnt bonos principes, qui malos ſatis non oderint. Adjice, 


quod imperatoris noſtri non aliud amplius ac diffuſius meri- 
tum eſt, quam quod inſectari malos principes tutum at. 5. 53. 


189 | 
their own ambition and revenge. We have 
indeed had an Henry an Edward an Eliſa- 
beth, a William and a Mary, whoſe reigns do 
ſome honour to our Engliſh annals, and to 
whoſe worthy memories: the lateſt poſterity 
will do juſtice, '1 am loath to omit one, 
who for many years of her reign, was. the 
delight of her ſubjects, and the ſucceſsful 
aſſertor of the liberties of Europe, and would 
have died with an almoſt unrivalled glory, 
had ſhe been ſteady to her meaſures, and 
ſuperior to the inſinuations of her own. and 
her country's enemies. But the others, what 
have they moſtly been ? Let thoſe, who 
know their hiſtories, paſs the proper judg- 
ment on them. But their houſes are ex- 
tinct, or if there are any remaining branches 
of them, they are aliens from our common- 
wealth, ſtrangers to our country, and with- 
out 838 here, as enemies to our re- 
ligion, laws and liberties. God hath pro- 

vided better for us, by introducing a royal 
family, ſprung from our antient kings, if 
that be a recommendation, and which is an 
infinitely greater one, with all the diſpoſi- 
tions neceſſary to render theſe nations glo- 
rious and happy, The firſt of this illuſ- 
trious houſe, was a wiſe, a ſteady and a 
righteous prince, and worthy to be remem- 
| bred, with double honour, as he left his 
crown to his late Majeſty, who was the fa- 
ther of his country, the friend of his peo- 


ple, 
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ple, the patron of liberty, and after a long 


| ſeries of juſt and good and great actions, 


died in a good old age, full of days, riches and 
honour. 
1. He lived and died full of honour. His 
perſonal character was truly worthy and ve- 
nerable, and the virtues of which he was 
poſſeſſed would have made him amiable in 
private life, and added great luſtre to his 
worth and dignity as a king. 

His Majeſty had unqueſtionably a very - 
high ſenſe of and regard for deity. I have 
not only been informed of this by perſons, 


who muſt know, and would not deceive 


me, but there are other proofs of it the moſt 
certain and authentick. His regard to the 


public offices of religion was remarkably 


grave and ſerious; and I have ſeen his Ma- 
jeſty, at the celebration of the communion, 
ſtrictly attentive to all the various parts of 
the ſervice, and without any appearance of 
abſence of mind from the ſolemnities of 
worſhip in which he was engaged. In his 
publick ſpeeches and meſſages to his par- 
liament, the providence of God is frequently 
acknowledged, and the hopes of ſucceſs 
founded upon the protection and bleſſing of 
it. Our days of folemn faſting and prayer, to 
implore the bleſſing of God, and the pub- 
lick thankſgivings ordered for every conft- 
derable ſucceſs, ſhews his ſenſe of the in- 
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the world, and was ſetting an example to his 
people to acknowledge and regard it; and, 
during the whole of his reign he gave no 
encouragement, by his example and friend» 
ſhip, to that impiety, contempt of religion, 
and profane diſregard to all the inſtitutions 
of it, 3 was the characteriſtick of one 
reign, and the ſcandal and reproach of it. 
Had the pattern his Majeſty gave been follow- 
ed, religion would have been more univer- 
ſally encouraged by the example of the 
rich and great, and the credit of its inſtitu- 
tions ſuppcried by their ſerious and e 
attendance on them. 

With this regard for religion, were con- 
nected the moral diſpoſitions and virtues, 
which did a farther honour to his character, 
and rendered him dear to all the wiſe and 
good. 1 
His Majeſty's temperance was remarkable 
and habitual, throughout the whole courſe 
of his life; and; his great and exemplary 
moderation, never interrupted by riotous 
extravagant caroulals, and the 
criminal debauches of luxury and profuſi - 
on, was undoubtedly, under God, bne prin- 
cipal reaſon of the continual health his Ma- 
jeſty enjoyed for ſo long a courſe of years, 
and that; protracted his life to a good and ve- 
nerable old age. 

His Majeity's pleaſures and amuſements 


how few, how regular were they! Never 
ſought 
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eagerly ſought after, never indulged at the ex- 
pence of thepublick, the diſſipation of his trea- 
ſures, the waſte of his revenues, and the neg- 
le& of the great affairs of government; and 
as though he concluded that the great end 
and priviledge of reigning was diſſipation and 
indolence, and the more unbounded indul- 
gence of unmanly, diſhonourahle DE 
Ons. 

He had his particular friends, and was con- 
ſtant in his regards to them; but no minions 
and favourites, to whom he abſolutly reſign- 


ed himſelf, whom he raiſed from beggary by 


extravagant donations, and lucrative employ- 
ments, and on whom he proſtituted unme- 
rited honours. They were perſons of birth, 
family and fortune, whoſe affection he had 
experienced, on whoſe fidelity and honour 
he could intirely depend, and who he knew 
were faſt friends to the religion and liberties 
of Great Britain. 

His Majeſty's ſtrict regard to juſtice and 
equity appeared, in the conſtant and regular 


diſcharge of thoſe debts, that were neceſſari- 


ly contracted by the expences attending his 
houſehold and family, and his making the 
moſt effectual proviſion for the adminiſtra- 
tion of juſtice amongſt all his ſubjects, by 
advancing men of worth, probity and cha- 
racter to the ſeats of juſtice, and allowing 


them the fulleſt liberty to form all their de- 
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crees; as law, and truth, and conſcience, di- 
rected them. 
His Majeſty's charity was liberal and exten- 


ſive; and, as I have been aſſured from indiſ- 
putable authority, very far exceeded that of 


the moſt beneficent and bountiful of all his 
predeceſſors. Great ſums were yearly ex- 
pended for the relief of others; and I hope I 
may add, without impropriety, that I have 
had the honour, for many years, to receive 
the good King's bounty, in a very generous 
donation towards educating the children of 
the German proteſtants in Penſilvania, and 
other American provinces z ſeveral hundreds 
of whom are now training up in thoſe ſchools, 
which have owed their continuance to his 
late Majeſty's protection and aſſiſtance, and 
the ſapport and increaſe of which, is of ſo 
great conſequence to the welfare of thoſe co- 
lonies, as to deſerve a national attention. 
This liberal diſpoſition was owing to, or 
rather a branch of that great goodneſs of heart, 
that humanity and tenderneſs of mind, which 
diſcovered itſelf in a very eminent manner 
in that moſt excellent Prince of whom I 
Have the honour to ſpeak. The very order- 
ing to execution malefactors, that were unfit 
to live, was a painful part of his duty, and 
which he never performed but with reluct- 
ance ; and even the joy of conqueſt could 
not prevent the tear of compaſſion from fall- 
ing over a worthy man, whoſe life was a ſa- 
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1 
crifice to the victory he obtained. No foon- 
er was the deſtruction of Liſbon known, but 
the King's meſſage to both houſes, November 
28. 1755. ſhewed the tender ſhare he had 


in the diſtreſſes of that city. For he tells 


them, that being moved with the greateſt con- 
cern for bis faithful ally, and with the ut- 
moſt compaſſion for the diſireſſes to which that 
city and kingdom was reduced, he recommends 
to them this dreadful calamity, and defires 
their concurrence and aſſiſtance to ſend them 
a ſpeedy and effeflual relief, ſuitable to ſo 
affeting and preſſing an exigency. 

And as he was thus affected with the diſ- 


treſſes of others, he had his own afflictions to 


exerciſe his fortitude and patience. His dif- 
ficulties even in government were many, his 
family was reduced by the loſs of ſeveral of 
the worthy branches of it, the late excellent 
queen, his royal highneſs the late worthy 


prince of Wales, the princeſs Caroline, the 


queen of Denmark, and the prince and prin- 
ceſs of Orange. And he had the additional 
uneaſineſs to ſee one, nearly related to him, 
deſert the proteſtant religion and intereſt, and 
thereby weaken the foundations of their ſe- 
curity in the German empire. But he ſup- 
ported himſelf with ſuch a magnanimity of 
mind, as became the dignity of his ſtation and 
character, and the ſenſe he had of the care he 
owed to the peace and welfare of the publick. 
How honourable are theſe virtues, and others 
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that 1 could have mentioned, in the charac- 
ter of a private man; and when they form 
the temper, and regulate the conduct of kings 
and princes, what numerous bleſſings are 
they the ſources of to nations, and how ex- 
cellent and ſalutary muſt that government 
be, which is guided by the conſtant influ- 
ence of them | 
No wonder then his late Majeſty deſerved 
to be numbered amongſt the greateſt and 
beſt of princes, and that his reign will ever 
be diſtinguiſhed in the Britiſb annals, for 
the glory of the ſovereigh, and the happi- 
neſs of his people. | 
He had a moſt ſincere and affectionate 
love to them, and regard for the honour, 
welfare, and intereſt of the nation, Thus 
he aſſures his parliament, April 6. t754. 7 
fincerely rely upon the loyalty and good affettion 
of my people, and have no other aim but their 
laſting happineſs. The extraordinary ſupplies, 
that became neceſſary on account of the re- 
bellion, he tells his parliament, October 16. 
1745. very ſenſibly alfected him, and we find 
his Majeſty ſcarce ever aſking but with con- 
cern and regret, for the burthen it brought 
upon his faithful ſubjects. How truly pa- 
rental was the concern he expreſſed for the 
ſafety and ſecurity of his people, when he 
tells his parliament, November 15. 1754. that 
it vas with the utmoſt regret that he obſerved 
| the 
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the borrid crimes of robbery and murtber ra- 
ther increaſing than dimimſhing ; that be 
was ſenfeble, that works of reformation were 
not to be effected at once, but that every body 


ſhould contribute their beſt endeavours ; and 


after recommending this affair to their ſe- 
rious attention, aſſures them, with a condeſ- 
cenſion and goodneſs never to be forgotten; 
that whatever ſhould be found expedient in 
that, or in any other reſpect, for the welfare 
and happineſs of his people, ſhould meet with 
bis hearty concurrence and ſupport, Nor was 
his Majeſty only ſolicitous for the good of his 

people during his own life, but extended his 
views beyond it, and made all the provifion 
that human prudence could do, to ſecure the 
publick tranquility after his deceaſe. For on 
the death of his Royal Highneſs the late 


Prince of Wales, he tells his parliament in a 


meſlage, April 26. 1751. that having in- 
tirely at heart to ſecure the future welfare 


and happineſs of his people, and matutely con- 
frdered, that nothing could conduce ſo much, 


under the protection of divine providence, to 
the ſupport of the religion, laws and liberties 
of thefe kingdoms, which have been always 
moſt dear to him, as the making proper pro- 
viſions for the care and tuition of the perſon 
of bis ſucceſſor, ſhould he be of tender years; 
he points out to them a method, dictated 
by paternal affection, and the rules of equity 


and Wiſdom, whereby his princely education 


might 
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might be ſecured, the publick peace and good 
order maintained, and the firength and glory 
of the crown of Great Britain ſuffer no dimi- 
nution; and left to their conſideration, how 
that important affair might be beſt carried 
on, ſo as to ſccure the great ends propoſed 
by it. You cannot forget how you your- 
ſelves, and the whole nation were affected 
with this tender ſcene betwixt his Ma- 
jeſty and his parliament ; the King mindful 
that he himſelf was mortal, and provident 
for the happineſs of his kingdoms, and the 
continuance of it in his ſucceſſor ; they cal- 
led on to guard againſt an event, the very 
thought of which was painful to them, 
heartily wiſhing and praying for the conti- 
nuance of their Sovereign's life, and grate- 
fully acknowledging his goodneſs in his care 
and ſolicitude for the publick honour and 
ſafety. This farther appeared by that con- 
cern which he expreſſed at the groſs immo- 
ralities and diſorders, which, as his Majeſty 
obſerved, were become ſo frequent in the 
capital, and moſt earneſtly recommending it 
to his parliament November 14. 1751. by 
fome effeftual provifion to ſuppreſs them; 
telling them, that hey had proceeded in a 
great meaſure from that profligate ſpirit of ir- 
religion, idleneſs, gaming and extravagancy, 
which had, of late extended itſelf in an un- 
common degree, to the diſbonour of the nation, 
and to the great offence and prejudice of the 

eber 
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ſober and induſtrious part of the people. The 


morals of the people are the peculiar care of 


good princes, and they cannot diſcover a more 


real and generous affection for them, than in 


uſeing the moſt prudent and efficacious mea- 


ſures to prevent the growing and general cor- 
ruption of them. | | 

A prince, thus affectionatly intereſted in 
his people's welfare, could not but be a good 
and excellent governour, and rule over his 
kingdom with integrity and juſtice ; and it 
was not more true of David himſelf, than 
of the late King, that be executed judgment 


and juſtice to all his people. The courts of 


judicature were filled with wiſe and able and 
upright men, and every ſubject was ſure of 
relief from oppreſſion and violence, and of 


the protection and benefit of the laws he 


lived under. As to his Majeſty himſelf, 
how noble, with what confidence of his 
own integrity, was that declaration to his 
parliament, upon the breaking out of that 
impious and unnatural rebellion ! October 16. 
1745. I have throughout THE WHOLE COURSE 
OF MY REIGN, made the laws of the land the 
rule of my government, and the preſeryation 
of the conſtitution in church and ſtate, and 
the rights of my people, the main end and aim 
of all my actions: A ſolemn appeal this to 


the publick, which not a ſingle perſon in his 


dominions could contradict, which every 
one knew in his own conſcience to be true, 
| | and 
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and which the whole tenour of his govern- 
ment was a ſubſtantial proof of. Not one 


fingle ſtretch of power, not one law diſ- 
penſed with, not one ſubject injured by the 
King, not one proof of an arbitrary diſpoſi- 
tion, no perverſion of juſtice under colour 
of law, no ſchemes of iniquity and fraud to 
Harraſs and plunder the ſubject, can ever be 
charged on his late Majeſty, or blemiſh and 


Kain one meaſure of his reign. He ruled in 
righteouſneſs, and was truly the miniſter of God 


to them for their good. 

The vices and diſorders of the people 
made it neceſſary at times to cut off incorri- 
gible offenders, and to maintain the honour 
and majeſty of che laws by puniſhing them 
as a terrour to evil doers. And in capital caſes, 


where death was the neceſſary puniſhment by 
the laws of God and man, I believe he never 


pardoned, but where there were great Cir- 
cumſtances of alleviation, whatever were the 


quality or intereſt of the oftender. But this 


was the unpleaſing part to him of the kingly 
office, and where-ever he could extend his 


clemency, his own natural diſpoſition to 


mercy was ſure to lead him to it. How 
eminently did this appear after the rebellion 


was happily ended? How few of them 


comparatively ſuffered for their treaſon ? Of 
thoſe who were actually condemned many 
were ſaved, and difcharged, and money given 


them for their — till they artived at 
their 
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their reſpective homes; and ſo great was 
the lenity of the government, that few or none 
even of thoſe, who were excepted by name 
out of the general pardon, ſuffered either in 
their perſons or eſtates, and moſt of them lived 
afterwards unmoleſted in their own country. 
Compare this conduct of the late good King, 
with the ſanguinary, revengeful, cruel tem- 
per of James II. after the defeat of the Duke 
of Monmouth, and his army; how will the 
name and memory of the one be ever men- 
tioned with honour and eſteem, as a mercy- 
ful forgiving prince! The other with horrour 
and deteſtation, as an unrelenting, inexora- 
ble and and bloody tyrant ! 
It is no ſmall, recommendation, but one 
of the principal glories of his Majeſty's cha- 
rater, that he was a firm friend to the pro- 
teſtant religion, the aſſertor and patron of 
religious and civil liberty, and an utter enemy 
to all methods of perſecution for conſcience 
ſake. In ſome former reigns all were com- 
manded, and expected to follow the con- 
ſcience of the publick, in all things relating 
to faith and worſhip, and the religion of a 
parliament was thought as ſacred and invio- 
lable as the religion of the goſpel ; and the 
eccleſiaſtical and civil powers tried all the 
methods of ſevere perſecution, to make all 
mens minds of one complection and length, 
and all mens worſhip of the ſame faſhion and 
dreſs : An attempt, as ridiculous in its na- 
F ture 
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ture, as impoſhble in its execution. King 


Milli am, of glorious and immortal memory, 


firſt introduced liberty of conſcience amongſt 
us, and eſtabliſhed a toleration for proteſtant 
diſſenters. We had reaſon indeed to fear 
the abridgment, or loſs of it, in the unhappy 
concluſion of a reign, that had been long 


equitable and proſperous. But our fears were 


providentially and joyfully removed, by the 
ſucceſſion in the preſent royal family; who, 
bred up in the principles of proteſtancy and 
liberty, and fully convinced of the neceſſity 
and utility of mutual forbearance and toler- 
ation, from the reaſon of the thing, and the 
bad conſequences that have ariſen from the 
diviſions of proteſtants in Germany, are ſo 
ſteadily attached to thoſe principles, and have 
{o inviolably adhered to them, as that we 
have no ground to apprehend the invaſion of 
our rights, or that we ſhall ever be laid un- 
der any farther difficulties for the ſake of 
conſcience and religion. His late Majeſty 
once and again aſſured us, as proteſtant diſ- 
ſenters, of his favour, inviolably adhered to 
the aſſurances he gave us, and tells his par- 
liament, June 17. 1747. 1 have nothing 

much at heart as the preſervation of the civil 
and religious rights of my people. From theſs 
principles T will never deviate, and in theſe 


principles every true Briton will concur. 


Indeed his Majeſty's integrity, regard to 
his word, and ſteadineſs to his engagements, 
was 
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was a known and univerſally acknowledged 
part of his character, I have heard it ob- 
ſerved to his honour, that he never departed 
from his promiſe to particular perſons but 
twice; and he did it then, becauſe there 
aroſe ſome unforeſcen circumſtances, that put 
it out of his power to perform it. This is a 
noble proof of native honeſty and ſincerity; 
a virtue not too common amongſt the prin- 
ces of the earth, but which renders them 
infinitely more reſpectable, more worthy of 
the veneration and eſteem of their ſubjects, 
than that low- liv'd deſpicable &:ngcraft, 
which is founded in falſhood and treachery; 
the end of which is only to deceive, and 
which can never be thought of without ab- 
horrence and deteſtation. And as to all na- 
tional tranſactions, and foreign engagements 
and treaties, no prince ever acted more agree- 
able to that declaration, which his Majeſty 
made to his parliament, November 16. 1749. 
That it was his firm reſolution to do every 
thing in his power for the preſervation of 
peace, and religiouſly adhere to the engage- 
ments he had entered into. And indeed the 
infraction of ſolemn treaties, the violation of 
the publick faith, and involving Europe in 
the calamities of war, cannot with any ſhew 
of juſtice be charged on the late King. The 
guilt lies at another door, and there we hope 


| God will make the proper inquiſition upon 


account of it. : 
F 1 Hi 


1 
His Majeſty ſeems to have been, in his na- 
tural diſpoſition, a lover of peace, and every 
wiſe and good King always will be ſo. He 
was intirely free from that ambition, which 
hath for its object a glory, which ariſes from 
conqueſt, encreaſe of dominion, and extent 
of power and empire, without regard to 
truth and juſtice, and the calamities and mi- 
ſeries, which ſuch a temper and conduct na- 
turally occaſion amongſt mankind. But ſtill 
he had great ſpirit and reſolution, knew what 
he owed to the dignity of his crown, and the 
| Honour of his kingdom, and would not fit 
down a tame ſpectator of the inſalts of his 
enemies, and the injuries they offered to a 
people, for whoſe rights and poſſeſſions and 
liberties he had ſo jealous and ſenſible a con- 
cern. How nobly did this ſpirit flame out, 
TRAM 1H in thoſe words to his parliament, a little be- 
1 fore the commencement of the preſent war, 
his Majeſty now in a far advanced age of 
1 0 life; when he told them, April 25. 1755. 
11 that be bad religiouſly adhered to the ſtipula- 
| tions of the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, and 
il li made it his care not to injure or offend any 
1 power whatſoever : But could never entertain 
the thoughts of purchaſing the name of peace, 
| at the expence of ſuffering encroachments upon, 
1 or yeilding up what juſtiy belongs to Great 
Britain, either by antient poſſeſſion, or ſolemn 
treaties, This argues true magnanimity, 
3 and 
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18 
and is the language of a wh a brave, and 
ſpirited prince. ——— 

And as the King was thus determined and 
reſolute in council, nor ever to be moved 
from perſuing ſuch meaſures, as his pru- 
dence and honour dictated, ſo he was as firm 
and intrepid in the execution of them. He 
loved peace, but was not afraid of war, and had 
courage and fortitude to run all the riſks and 
hazards of it. We ſome of us remember 


| 

the bold exploits of younge Hanover in the 
: fields of Flanders, during the wars of Queen 
t Ann, where ſpurred on by the natural ardor 
8 of his temper, and the proſpect of glory, he 
4 was formoſt in danger, and celebrated in the 
] army, and here in Great Britain, for his 
1 heroick bravery. Nor did his courage de- 
: ſert him in the decline of life, when he ap- 
"0 peared in the plains of Dettinggen, com- 
, manded his own army, and obtained a ſig- 
of nal victory over his perfidious enemies, And 
5. had that unnatural rebellion, which broke 
bs out in 1745, been permitted to have ariſen to 
id ſuch an height, as to have made his pre- 
ny ſence neceſſary to the ſuppreſſion of it; the 
in royal ſtandard would have been encompaſſed 
e, with all ranks and degrees of his faithful 
mn, ſubjects, who, animated by his appearance, 
eat would have ſacrificed their all to the ſafety 
un of his perſon, the maintaining him in his 
ty. throne, and ſecuring the ſucceſſion in his il- 
nd luſtrious family. 


And 


1 
And as he was thus brave, ſo he had the 
8 honour of being ſucceſsful in his 
wars. God was with lim, eſpecially in the 
latter part of his life, as he was with Da- 
vid, whereſcever be went, and crowned his 


juſt cauſe with numerous and glorious vic- | 


tories by ſea and land. The depradations of 
our enemies upon our American colonies, and 
the ſavage cruelties which they practiced, and 
encouraged in their brother Indians, were 
the principal occaſions that gave riſe to the 
preſent war; and the ſcheme they. evidently 
formed was, to drive us out of our Nor- 
bern ſettlements, or render us dependent on 
themſelves for our continuance in them. But 
God hath diſappointed their meaſures, and 
turned their own perfidy and violence upon 
themſelves, His Majefty lived to have the 
pleaſure of ſeeing, their fleets broken and 
diſſipated, and their whole marine almoſt 
intirely annihilated ; their armies beaten, and 
flying before his victorious troops; their 
ſtrongholds and forts demoliſhed or poſſeſſed 
by his forces, the capital of their American 


dominions ſurrendred, all their towns reduced 


and brought into ſubjection, and a country, 
larger than France itſelf, with all her pro- 
vinces, rendred ſubject to the Britiſb crown 
and empire. In a word, his ſucceſſes in 
America, the Weſt Indies, Africa, the Eaſt 
Indies, and Europe, have been ſo many, ſo im- 
* ſo rapid, as eminently to diſcover 0 
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hand of Providence, and cauſe all of us to 
cry out with admiration, and the warmeſt: 
gratitude : This is indeed the Lord's doing, and ; 


it is wonder ful in our eyes. 


Let me add one thing more, which was 


both his Majeſty's honour and happineſs, 
that he lived to ſee all parties and ranks of 


men firmly united in their affection to his 
perſon, and attachment to his government; 


all furious conteſts and diviſions at an end, 


all animoſities and hatreds almoſt ſo entirely 
laid afide, as though they had never ſubſiſt- 
ed, his miniſters acting with mutual confi- 
dence, his counſels united, and as though 
one ſpirit had poſſeſſed the whole nation, all 
the various claſſes of his ſubjects eaſy and con- 
tented in the protection they enjoyed, the 
meaſures that were purſued, the advantages 
they had gained, and the pleaſing proſpects 
they had before them, of a farther ſacceſsful 
war, or a ſpeedy, honourable and laſting 
peace, A rare felicity in theſe nations, and 
which his Majeſty felt the want of for many 
years, and during ſeveral periods of his reign. 
This was a very ſingular bleſſing to the good 
old King, which, from the experience of 
former man eme, he had but little reaſon 
to expect; which the beſt of his royal pre- 
deceſſors in vain wiſhed for, and which may 
therefore be looked on as a diſtinguiſhing fa- 
vour of Providence, to render the laſt part 
of his own reign eaſy, and make the * 
ion 
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ſion of his royal grandſon to the throne more 
univerſally grateful, and ſecure him more in- 
tirely the hearts and affections of all his ſub- 
jects. But I muſt farther obſervem : 

2. That as his late Majeſty was thus full 
of honour, and died in the poſſeſſion of it, 
ſo he was full of riches. Some perhaps may 
think this no great commendation of a Bri- 
tiſb King. But if they were not raked toge- 
ther by violence and oppreſſion, by pervert- 
ing the application of publick money, to the 
ſtraitning and extinction of charity and be- 
neficence ; if they were not miſapplied whilſt 
he lived, to pervert the laws, to promote ar- 
bitrary meaſures, and endanger the conſti- 
tution ; if they were the produce of honour- 
able frugality, and in ſome meaſure abſo- 
lutly neceſſary to ſupport the dignity of a nu- 
merous family, becoming the majeſty of the 
prince they deſcended from ; if they are 
wiſely diſtributed amongſt them, and partly 
appropriated to purpoſes, that could ſcarcely. 
be otherwiſe provided for; ſurely the riches 
of a prince, thus circumftanced; cannot re- 
flect any diſhonour upon his memory, but 
rather argue his 3 generoſity, and 
juſtice. 

What his Majeſty's private wealth was, I 
do not pretend to have any knowledge of, 
and probably the account that hath been gi- 
ven of it is greatly exaggerated. But there 
is another ſenſe in which he died immenſely. 

rich, 


_ our ſtores, 
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rich, richer than all his royal predeceſſors, 
and, I believe, richer than any prince in 
Europe. The riches of a Britzfh king are 
in the poſſeſſions and riches of his people. 


If he governs well, and hath their affecti- 


ons, he hath their purſes too, and is ſure of 


their aſſiſtance, in the moſt liberal manner, 
for every purpoſe that can contribute to the 
ſplendor and magnificence of his government, 
and the fafety, welfare, and proſperity of 
his kingdom. His late Majeſty i in this re- 
ſpect was, I ſay, immenſely rich. He had 


the affection of his people, for he made them 


rich, by enlarging and protecting their trade, 
and procuring new branches of commerce; 
they never were in poſſeſſion of before. And 
how great is that affluence, which has flow- 
ed in upon thefe nations, from all quarters of 
the world? The very war hath multiplied 
We have far the greateſt part 
of the trade of the whole world. Our mer- 
chants are as the honourable ones of the earth, 
and all parts of the globe miniſter to their 
plenty and grandeur. The publick build- 
ings, the growing conveniencies and orna- 
ments of our cities, the numerous publick 
charities that every where abound amongſt 
us, the furniture of our houſes, the plenty. 
of our tables, the increaſe and ſplendor of 
equipage and dreſs, every appearance amongſt 
us, 1n private and publick life, are a demon- 
ſtration of our plenty and abundance. In 
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this conſiſted properly the wealth of his 
late Majeſty, and in this he exceeded all the 
princes of the age he lived in, And how 


liberally were the national riches appropriated 


to his ſervice? Witneſs the millions annually 
raiſed, without oppoſition or murmur, for. 
the ſafety of his perſon and family, the 
ſtrength, ſupport, and honour of his govern- 
ment, and the perpetuating it in his royal 
houſe, through all future generations : A pro- 
viſion, which however amazing, he deſerved 
at the nation's hands, as the reward of his af- 
fection and care of them, and the making 
which was neceſſary to the continuance of 
their own ſafety, proſperity and grandeur. 
His riches in this reſpect will be ſpoken of 
with amazement by poſterity, and his me- 
mory, whilſt the annals of the Britiſb hiſ- 
tory ſhall laſt, will be tranſmitted down as 
glorious and immortal. 1 have only to 
add, 

In the laſt place, that he died in a good 
old age, full of days, as well as riches and 
honour. David compleated ſeventy years, 
generally reckoned the age of man : our late 
Sovereign ſeventy ſeven ; a term of life to 


which few princes ever arrive, and indeed 


few, comparatively, "amongſt the ſons of 
men. He reigned over us, as David over 
all rae, thirty-three years, and God was 


pleaſed to continue to him, even in his ex- 


treme old age, the uſe of his reaſonable pow- 
ers 


\ 
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ers and faculties, and his capacities for the 
management of publick affairs. And what 
1 look on as a fingular favour of Provi- 
dence to good men, he was removed at 
laſt, by ſuch an eaſy and ſudden failure of 
nature, as that he may more properly be 
faid to have fallen aſleep, than to have expe- 
rienced the pains of death. 

Thus lived, and thus died, Geores II. 
King of Great Britain, in the midſt of all 
his honours, unfaded and undiminiſhed ; 
loved, defired, eſteemed and lamented by 


all his people; reſpected and feared by his 


enemies; wiſe and juſt in peace; intrepid, 
active, and ſucceſsful in war; the guardian 
of his people's liberties, the protector and 
enlarger of their commerce, the aſſertor of 
their rights, the defender of their colo- 
nies, the ſcourge of France, the conqueror 
of their armies; who diſperſed, who took, 
who deſtroyed their fleets; who humbled 
their pride, diminiſhed the fources of their 


riches and naval power, and reduced it to a 


contemptible ſtate; juſtly revenged their 
perfidy and breach of treaties ; diſappointed 
their threatned invaſions, and inſulted their 
own coaſts ; repelled their incurſions into 
his diſtant dominions, and freed them from 
the apprehenſion of all future ravages; diſ- 
poſſeſſed them of their colonies, and re- 
duced them to his obedience ; who made 


them feel the juſt vengeance of his power, in 
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all the four parts of the habitable world ; 


and who hath ſo ſtrengthened the founda- 
tions of his people's ſafety and proſperity, 
as that, judging by the probability of. ſecond. 
cauſes, and truſting in the protection, power 
and goodneſs of the Almighty, it cannot 
eaſily be interrupted by them for many years 
to come. 

To ſum up the whole: He was religious 
without ſuperſtition; temperate without par- 
ſimony, amidſt the varieties of regal plen- 


ty; moderate in his pleaſures without a 


ſtoical contempt of them; juſt without ri- 
gour; charitable without profuſion; rich 
without covetouſneſs; frugal without ſordid- 
neſs; humane and tender without weakneſs 
and effeminacy ; ſincere in his friendſhip, 


but not the property of favourites; a lover 


of his people without relaxing the vigour | 
of government ; a ſupporter of the laws 
without relentleſs ſeverity; a puniſher of vice 
whilſt he pitied the offender ; who extinguiſh. 
ed rebellion, but ſhewed mercy to rebels; 
was a friend to the proteſtant religion with- 
out perſecuting even papiſts; a lover of li- 
berty whilſt he curbed licentiouſneſs; ſteady 
without obſtinacy; yielding to the circum- 
ſtances of times without deſcending from 
his dignity; true to his word without evaſion 
or perfidy; calm in proſperity but not un- 
thankful for it; patient in affliction but not 
inſenſible; a lover of peace without ſacrificing 
| any 
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any valuable intereſts to the name of it; 


averſe to war, but of ſpirit to carry on a 


juſt one; brave in battle without ferocity 
and raſhnels ; ſucceſsful without vanity and 
ſelf-elation;' victorious without pride; rich in 


the treaſures of his people without any diſ- 


ſipation of them; preſerved to a very ad- 
vanced age, without any remarkable impair- 


ing of or defect in his powers; happy in the 
eaſy circumſtances of his death, and never 
more beloved and henoured than in the de- 


cline of his life, and when God was pleaſed 


in his all- wiſe Providence to deprive us of the 
farther bleſſings of his goverment, 


It was happy for theſe nations, and what 


undoubtedly muſt have been a ſingular ſa- 
tisfaction to the good King, that God con- 
tinued his life, till, like David, he ſaw the 
heir of his crown, and the ſucceſſor to his 
dominions arrive at full maturity; fo as to 
be capable of holding the reins of govern- 


ment, and formed into ſuch an amiable cha- 


racer, as ſhewed him worthy his hereditary 


honours, and promiſed every thing that a 


father could with for in a fon, a great and 


good King in his ſucceſſor, and a rich, a 
powerful and a free people in a Sovereign 


deſtined to rule over them. We have loſt 
a venerable aged King; we continue happy 
in one, who in the prime of life, and the 
flower of youth, hath given the nobleſt in- 
dications of a manly piety and virtue, and 
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diſcovered all thoſe great and excellent qua- 
lifications, that are neceſſary to maintain the 
dignity of his royal character, to ſupport 
the honour of his government, and ſecure 
his. people's proſperity. He hath had that 
princely education which his late Majeſty - 
was ſolicitous he ſhould receive, for the 
maintaining the publick peace, and to pre- 
vent any diminution of the ſtrength and 
glory of the crown of Great Britain. We 
have ſeen, we rejoice in, and are thankful 
to God for the bleſſed fruits of that educa- 
tion ; nor can the nation be ever ſufficiently 

rateful to the maternal care of that excel- 
tent and illuſtrious princeſs, under whoſe 
eye, and by whoſe amiable and inſtructive 
example, his Majefly hath been thus early 
formed, to be an eminent pattern of religion 
and morality to all his ſubjects, a juſt, a 
wiſe and benevolent governour, and to carry 
on all thoſe great and important affairs which 
were left unfiniſhed by his Royal Grand- 
father. How pleafing is this proſpe& ! And 
with me you will all pray : Continue, O God, 
we beſeech thee, and increaſe it : May the 
King be ever happy in the protection and bleſ- 
fing of thy Providence, and in the growing 
eſteem and affection of all his ſubjects. 
May me amply reap the fruits of his great 
Predeceſſor's ſucceſſes, and be crowned with 
thoſe farther victories, as ſhall reduce 
dhe troublers of the world to reaſon, make 
him 


1 
him the arbiter of the differences of Eu- 


rope, and enable him to put a ſtop to the 


calamities and deſolations of a deſtructive 
and cruel war, by a ſpeedy, equitable and 
laſting peace. May his reign be long and 
proſperous, the righteous floriſh in his days, 
with an abundance of peace. May his 
youth be favoured with uninterrupted health 
and vigour, his councils be under a divine 
direction, his fleets and ar mies crowned with 
ſucceſs, his whole adminiſtration wiſe ſteady 
and proſperous, his ripening years be dif- 
tinguiſhed by increaſing majeſty and honour, 
his glory and felicity be freſh in old age, the 
crown worn by the deſcendants of his fa- 
mily to. the lateſt poſterity ; and himſelf be 


ſpoken of through all ages, as the reſtorer 


of the tranquility of Europe, the protector of 
the proteſtant religion and liberties, the pe- 
culiar glory of our nation, and the greateſt, 
the beſt, the happieſt of all the princes, that 
ever aſcended and adorned the Britiſb throne. 
Amen and Amen. 
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